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Guardian, formed the second line, while the galli-
vats and small vessels formed a third, outer
line. As the Kingsfisher came opposite the fort,
a shot was fired at her. The signal was made to
engage, and as each ship reached its station it
came to an anchor, the inner line being within
musket-shot of the fort. Across the mouth of the
river, Toolajee's grabs were drawn up, among them
being the Restoration, the capture of which, sis
years before, had caused so much heart-burning in
Bombay. As the heavy shot and shell came
pouring in from over one hundred and fifty guns
at close range, the Gheriah defenders manfully
strove to repay the same with interest. But so
terrific was the fire brought to bear on them, that
it was impossible for them to lay their guns
properly. In that February afternoon many a
cruel outrage was expiated under that hail of
iron. After two hours' firing, a shell set the
Restoration on fire; it spread to the grabs, and
before long the Angrian fleet,* that had been the
terror of the coast for half a century, was in a

* Three three-masted ships carrying twenty guns each ; nine two-
masted, carrying from twelve to sixteen guns; thirteen gallivats,
carrying from sis to ten guns; thirty others unclassed; two on the
stocks, one of them pierced for forty guns.